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o the Reader. 


. -* Chriſtian Reader, © ' © SOIneT 
Ither in efteem to' the learned-Author, or in 
love to thy ſelf read this ſmall Diſcourſe fol- 
lowing , which ſhews the Authors Tranquil 

care to, compoſe the minds af; thoſe that made it 

their. -bufineſs t6 indke' Rents! int ior / Hpoſtolical 

Epiſcopacy , not fearing the breach of the Third, 

Fifth, and Sixth Commandments 3 but cauſing the 

Gait Nam?! of God ton vainly uſed .in, their. idle 

Controverſies, diſobeyiyg; aur Superiors, , and cau- 

ſing en #ltimationin Murder 3 But -the, follpwing 

Diſcourſe I doubt- not but will give you good &a- 
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T is but ignorance , if any man fine ic 

firangerhar che ftareof Religon (elpeci- 

ally in the dayes of peace) Thould be ex. 
ercifed and troubled with comroverſies : 
for asit is the condition ofthe Church maili- 
tant tobe cycrunder trialls, fo it commeth 
to paſ{ that when the kery criall of perlecu- 
tion ceaſcth, there {ucceederh anorher trial, 
which as it were by contrary blaſtes of do- 
Arine, doth ſift and winow mens faith, and 
proveth them whether they knovwy God a- 
right, evenas theother of afitions diſco- 
verech whether they love him better then 
the world. Accordingly was ic forecold by 
Chriſt, ſaying: That in the latter times it 
[hould bee [aid, Loe here, loe there is ( briſ}; 
which is to beunderſtood, not as if the very 
perſon of Chriſt ſhould bee aſſumed 'and 
counterfeired, but his authority and prehe- 
minence wwohich ouzht to bee truth it ſeife) 
thac ſhould bee chalenged and pretendcd, 
Thus have we read and fecne to bee are 
B le 
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(2) 
fed that which followeth $ Fee tn deſert, £c- 
ce in penetratio ; While fone have fought the 
[ruth in the conventicles and conciliables of 
Heretickes and Sc#aries ; others in the ex- 
terne face and repreſentation of the Church, 
2nd both forts been ſeduced, Were it then 
thar the controverſics of che Church of Eyg- 
lad were ſuc as did dividethe uiity of the 
E->:7j7, ane od (ich as doe un{waddie her of 
her bands the bands of peace) yet could it be 
nu acc. fon for any nn Catholicke 
£6 jiidge us, Or for a: ay irrel:gious pcriun tO 
Get life $2 CT if it be, it hall 1 put happen to 
us 41; 2SithackuledcogGoe; to them tobee 
har Pg oy 10U8TO endiretihe good plea- 
ſure of! God, But now chat our contentions 
are {uch, as weneed not {o much that gene- 
x4ll Canon and ſentence of Chriſt : Err as 
neſcientes Scripturas, Fc. as wee need the ad- 
monition of Saint lames: Let every man bee 
ſwift to heare , (low to ſpeake , flow to wrath: 
And that the cd is no Way dangerous, 
except wee poylon itwich our ovvne reme- 
dies, As the former fort of men have lefle 
xcalon to make themſelves muſicke in our 
ame oemacgy m_ tiſcord ; ; 
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cord; ſo I have good hope that nothingſhall 
diſpleale our ſelves which ſhall bee fincerely 
and modeſtly propounded for the appealing 
of thele diſſentions, For if any ſhall bee ot-- 
tended ar this yoyce: Pos = fratres, yee 
are brethren, why ſtrive yee 5 hee ſhall give 
great preſumption 1gainf himſclte, that hee 
is theparty thar doth his brother vwvrong, 
The controyoriies themſelves 1 will not en- 
ter into, as judging that dilcaſe requiteth ra- 
ther reſt then apy ocher curo, Thus much we 
allknow and confeile, that they bee not of 
the highett nature ; for they are not rouck- 
ing the high cayfteries of faith : {uch as de- 
tained the Churches after their ficit peace for 
many yeares, what rimerhe heretickes mo- 
ved curious queſtions, and made ſtrange a- 
natomies ofthe nature and perſon of Chriſt 

and the { acholicke Farhers wers compelled 
to foll>vy chem witch all ſubcliity of aiſputa- 
tions and determinations, to exclude them 
from their cvaftons , ad to take them in 
their owne Labyrinths ; fo as it is rightly 
laids ls eomporibus ingenioſa res fuit eſſe 
Chriſtianum: lo choſedayes irywas an inge- 
B 5 nious 
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pious and ſubtile matter to beea Chriſtian: 
Neither are they concerning the great 
parts ofthe worſhip of God; of which it js 
true, that Nos jervatur unitas in credendo, nift 
eadem as{it in colendo ; There will bee kept 
no unity in belecving, except ir bee intire 
in worſhipping * {uch as were the contro- 
verſies in the Eaſt avd Wef Churches 
touching Images, avd {uch as are many 
of thoſe which are betwecne the Church 
of Rome and us, as about the adorati- 
on of the Sacrament, and rhe I:ke. Bur 
wee contend «bout Ceremonies,and things 
indifferent, abuyr the excerne policie ard 
government of che Church ; In which 
kinde, if wee would but remember, that 
the ancient and true bonds of unity, are 
one Faith, oneBaptiſme, and not one Ce« 
remonie, one Policie. If wee would ob- 
ſerve the leagie among Chriſtians, rhat 
is penned by our Saviour Chrift ( Heethat 
#5 not acain} us , is with us) it wee could 
but comprehend that 1aying , Differentia 
rituurs commendat unitatem dofirine; and 
that , Haber religio que ſunt «ternitatis, ha- 
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bet que ſunt t'wmporis': Religion hath parts 
which belong to cternity, and parts which 
belong to time, 

And if wee did but know the yertue 
of ſilence, and flowneſle to ſpeake, com- 
mended by Saint James, our controver= 
lies would (of themſelves) cloſe up and 
grow together. Burt moſt eſpecially, it we 
would leave the overvetning and turbue 
lent h:'nwurs of theſe times, and renue 
the bl11-d proceedings of the Apoftles 
ard Fathers of the Primitive Church ; 
which vas inthe like and greater caſes, not 
to enter into aſſertions and poſitions, but to 
d:{ivercounſels and advices, we {ſhould need 
no other remedy ar all, Si eadem conulis 
Trater , qua affirmas, debetur conſulenti reve 
rentia , cum non debetar fides affirmanti : Bro- 
ther, if thac which you 'ſet downe by way 
of affertion, you would deliver by way of 
advice, there were reverence due to your 
counſell, where credit is not due to yous 
affirmation, Saint Paul was content to 
ipeake thus; Fyo, nou Dominus; [, and 
-. ——_ got 
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not the Lord: & ſecundum confilium meums 
according to my counſell, But now men do 
ſo lightly ſay, Not I, butthe Lord; yea, and 
binde it with heavie denunciations of his 
judgements, to terrifie the ſimple, whict: 
have not {ufficiently underſteodout of Salo- 
mon, that the cauſleſſe curſe ſball not come: 
Therefore ſeeing the accidents are they 
which breed the perill , and not the things 
themſelves in their owne nature, it is meet 
the remedies bee applied unio them by ope- 
ning what itis on cither part that keepeth. 
the wound greene, and formaliſeth beth 
fides toa further oppoſition, and worketh 
an indiſpoſition in mens mindes to be reunj- 
ted ; wherein no accuſation is precended. But 
I inde in zeafon,thatit is beft built by repe- 
tition of wrongs, and in example that the 
ſpeeches which have been by the wileſt 
men, De concordia ordinum, have not abſtai- 
ned from reducing tometory the 6xtremi- 
ties uſed en both parrs. So as it is true 
which was faid, Quipacens trofGat non repe- 
fitis conattionis :diſiidit, is maots ayimos dul- 
crane pacis fallis quam «<quitate componit. 

Ald 
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And firſt of all, it is more then time that an 
end were made ofthisunmodsft and defor- 
med kinde of writing lately entertained, 

whereby matters of religion are bandied in 
the ſtile of che ſtage. Indeed bitter andear- 
neſt waiting is not haſtily ro be condemned; 

ſor men cannotcontend coldly and withoar 
affe&tion abourthings they hold deare and 
preticus. A politicke man may wrice from 
tiis braine without touch or ſenſe of his 
Leart,as in a ſpeculation chat pectaineih not 
unto kim ; buta feeling Chrittian will ex- 
prefle in his words a character &ither of 
zcale or love; thelatterof which as I would. 
with ratherto beembraced, as being more 
fit forthe times ; yet is the former warranted 
alſo by grea: examples. But to leave all re- 
verend and religious compaittons toward e- 
vils, or indignation toward faults, to turne 
religion intoa Comedy or Satyr, to ſearch 
and rip up wounds with a laughing coun. 
tenance,ts in.crmix Scripture and Scurnli- 
licy ;ometiaic in our {corcnce, is atiiing farre 
from the devout reverence of a Chriſtian , 


and {caut belecmingthe honeſt regard of a 
{uber 


(8) 
ſober man. Non eft major confuſio quam ſerii 
27 joci : there is no greater confuſion then 
the confounding of jeſt and carneſt, The 
majeſtie of religion, and the contempt and 
deformity of things ridiculous, are things as 
giſtant as things may be. Two principall 
cauſes have I ever knowne of Athciſme, cu- 
cious controverſies and prophane ſcoffing. 
Now that theſe two are joyned in one, no 
doubt that Se& will make no ſmall progreſ- 
ſion- And hereI do much eſteem the wiſe. 
dome and religion of that Biſhop, which re- 
plied tq the firſt patyphlet ofthis kinde, who 
remem bred thata foole was to beanſwered, 

but not by becomming like unto him, I 
conſideredthe matter hee handled, and not 
the perſon wich whom he dealt, Tob ſpeak- 
ing of the majefly and gravity of a Tudge 
in himſelſe, faith : 1f I did ſmile, they beleeyed 
me not ;as if he ſhould have laid : If Idiver- 
ted or glanced anto conceit of mirth', 

yet mens mindes were ſo poſſeſſed with a re- 
verenceof the a&ion in hand, asthey could 
not receiveit, Much more ought this tobe 
among Biſhops and Divines "Jiſpuring a- 
bout 
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bout holy things': and therefore a3 much 
doe I miſlike of him,who as it ſeemed, plea- 
ſed himſelf with it, as no mean policie. That 
theſe men are to bedealt withall ar their own 
weapons , and pledged in their owne cup. 
This (no doubt) ſeemed to him as profound, 
as when the Cardinall counſelled 1ulins the 
{ſecond to encounter the Councell of Nice 
withthe Councell of Lateran ; or as lawfull 
a chalenge as M. Jewell made to confute the 
preiended Catholicks by the Fathers, 

But theſe things will not excule the imi- 
tation of evill in another ; It ſhould contra- 
riwile be with us as Ceſar ſaid ; Nil yalo quam 
eos fimiles cum ſui, & me mei. But now ,dum de 
bonts contendimus,in malis conſentimus ; while 
we differ in pood things, we reſemble in e- 
vill. Surely it I were asked of theſe men, 
who were the more to bee blamed, { ſhould 
perhaps remember the proverbe, That rhe je- 
cond blow maketh the fray; andthe ſaying of 
an obſcure fellow, Qui replicat multiplicat. he 
that replieth multiplieth. Bur 1 would d:- 
termine the queſtion with this ſtutterer: Arr 
principium malo dedit,alter modum abſtwlit : » 
the 


(30) 
the one means we havea beginning,by che 
other we ſhall havenoneend)} 

And truely, as 1 doe marvelichat ſome of 
thoſe preachers which do call for reformatio 
(whom Iam farce from wronging, lo farre 
as to joynethem with thelc {coffers ) doe not 
publith ſome declaration, whereby they may 
ſatisfi: che world , that they d{l:ke, rheir 
cauſe ſhould be fo folliciced ; fo 1 hope afla- 
xediy, that my Lords of the. Cleargy have 
no'teiligence with theſe other libeilers;bur 
do alugether dilailow that their dealing 
ſhould bethus defended + For chougn | ob- 
ſerve in him many giozes, whereby che man 
would inſinuate nimlelfe tato their tayour ; 
yet I finde coo ordinary,that many preſſing 
& favyning perſons,go milconjeRure of the 
humours of men in authority , and many 
times Tenert in:molant ſuemthey ſeeke to gra- 
tic ther with that they moſt diſlike, For 1 

havegreaf reaſon to ſatisfie my ſelfe touch- 
ing the judgementot my Lords the Biſhops 
in this matter, by that which vas written 
by one of them, whom | mentioned before 
991th honour, Neyertheleſle, [ note, there 
i 
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5 not an indifferent hand carried toward 


theſe pamphlets as they deſerve, For the one 
ſort flieth in darkneſſe, and ths other is ur- 
tered openly. Whereiu might advile that 
fide out of a wiſe writer , who hath ſet it 
downe, that Punitis ingeniis gliſcit authoritas; 
and indeed weeverlee it falleth out, that the 
forb.dden writing is thought to beacerraine 
ſparke of truth that fietnup inthe faces of 
them that ſeeke ro choke and tread it out ; 
whereas a booke authorized, is thosght to 
bee but 7exporis voces, the language of the 
time. Butinplaine truth 1 doe finde to my 
underftanding, theſe pamphlets as meet to 
be ſupprefled asthe others, Firtt, as the for- 
mer doe ſecke to deface the government of 
the Church in the perlons of the Biſhops 
and Prelates ; ſo che other doth lead into con- 
tempt the exerciſe of religion inthe peifons 
cf ſundry Preachers ; io as it dif; raceih the 
higher matter, though | in the m-anct fer- 
lon. Next, I tinde certaine indiſcreer and 
dangerous awplifications, as if the civill go» 
vernment it {elfe of this eftare, had neere loft 
the forceot its finevwes, and were ready to 
© - > Tug GC > eNfer 
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; enter into ſome convullſion, all things being 
fail of tat.on and dilorger; which is as un- 
w:i:iv acknowledged as uirruly afirmed, 1 
know his meaniog is to inforce chis unreve- 
rent and violent inipugnir.s of the f0- 
vernment of the Biſhops, to bee a luife» 
ed tore-runner of a more generall-con- 
tein pt. 

And | grant there is a ſympathy berween 
both the eſtates ; but no ſuch matter in the 
civill policie as delerveth a taxation ſo 
dithonourable, To conclude this point : 
As it were to bee withed that theſe vyri- 
tings had been abortive , and never ſeene 
the Sunne; ſo the nextis, that ſecing they 
becommon abroad, tbat they bee cenſured 
of ell that have underſtanding and con{ci- 
ence, as the untemperzte extravazants of 
fone lightperion : yea further, tncy may 
vewate (except they meane to deptive them. 
lelves of all ſenſe of religion, and ro pave 
their owne hearts, and tomake ihem as 
the high way ) how they bee converſant 
inthem, and much more how they delight 
chemelyes in that veine, butrather co turn 

| their 
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their laughing into bluſhing, and to bee 
amazed as at a ſhort madneſſe, that they 
have in matters of religion, taken their dif- 
porc and ſolace, But this perchagceis one 
of tho'e faults which will bee-ſooneſt ac- 
knowledged, though I perceive never- 
thelefſe, there wants not ſome which 
ſeeke to blanch and excuſe ir. But to 
delcend to a more narrow view and 
conſideration of the accidents and cir- 
cumſtances of thele controverſies, where. 
in cicher part deſerveth blame and imputa- 
tian: [ Gnde venerally in cauſes of Chutch- 
controverſies, that men do offzad in ſo:ne 
or all of theſe five points: 

'Þ Theft, the giving of occaſion un- 
to controveriies, and allo the inconlide- 
raie and angrounded caking of the occa- 
ſion. 

2. Thenext is the extending and mulri. 
plying ofconiroveriles to a more yenerail 
oppoſition and contradiction then : appei- 
reth at the tut propounding of them, whe 
mens judgements areleatt partiall, 

5, The third i is the paſſionate and unbro- 
C3 theri 7 
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therly praQiſes and proceedings on both 
parts towards the perſons each of others for 
their diſctedit and ſupprefiion . 

4. The fourth,is the courtes holden and 
and entertained on either fide, for the draw- 
ing of the praQizantsto a more fireight uni- 
on within themſelves, which ever importeth 
a further deftruRion of the intire body. 

5. Thelafſtiis the undue and inconyent- 
ent propounding, publiſhing, and debating 
of the controverſies, In which point the 
moſt palpableerror hath been already ſpo. 
ken of, as that which through the firange- 
nefſe and ficthneſſeot the avnſe firſt offeret!y 
it felfe tothe conceits of all men. 

Now concerning the occation of contro- 
verſies, itcannor be denied but that the in1- 
perfeQ&ion 1n the converiation and govern- 
ment of thoſe which have chiefe place in 
the Church, haveever been principall cau= 
ſcs and motives of ichiſmes and diviſions : 
For whileſt the Biſtiops a;.d governours of 
we Church continue full of knowledge and 
good wworkes, whilefi they feed their flock 
indeed, while they deale with the ſecular e- 
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Rates in all liberty and reſolution, according 
tothe majeſty oftheir calling, and the pre- 
tious care of ſoules impoſed upon them ; ſo 
long the Churchis ſiruate,as ic were, upon 
an hill, 20 man maketh queſtion of it, or 
ſeekes to depart from it ; But when theſe 
yertues in the Fachers and Elders of the 
Church have loſt their light, andthat they 
wax wordiy, loye:s of th:mſelves, and 
pleaſers of men ;then men begin to grope 
for the Church as inthe darke, they bee in 
doubt wheiher racy bee the fucceſlors of che 
Apoſties ,or ofthe Pharilees z yea, howloe- 
ver they fit in Moſes Chaire, yerthey can ne« 
ver fpeake ,14nqu4% authoriratems habentes,as 
having authority, becauſe they loſt their re= 
putation in the conſciences of men, by de- 
clining their ſeppss from the way which 
they trace out to others; ſo as meri have need 
continually ſounding in their eares, this ſay- 
inz, Nolice exirs, goe not our, fo ready arc 
they to depart from the Church upon every 
voyce: Andtherefore it1s raely nuted by 
one who writeth asa naturali man, that ihe 
hypocrifie of Friers did for a great time, 

NA 
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maintaine and. beare out the irreligion of Bl- 
ſhops and Prelates. For this is that double 
policie of the ſpiritual enemy,citherby coun- 
terfeic holinefle of life to authorize and c- 


| Rabliſh errors, or by the corruption of man- 


ners to diſcredit and cail into queſtion truth 
and lawfull things. 

This concerneth my Lords theB:ſhops, 
unte whom Iam witneſſe ro my lelfe, that 
Tfand affe&ed as I ought : no contradiQi- 
on hath ſupplanted in mee the reverence I 
oweto their calling ; neither bath any de- 
traQion or calumnie embaſed my opinion 
of their perlons; I know ſome of them, 
whoſe names are moſt pierced with thicle 
accuſations,to be men of great vertues, al- 
though indiſpeſition of the time, and the 
want of correſpondence many wayes, is e- 
nough to fruftratethe beſt indevours in the 
Church. And for the reſt generally, Ican 
condemne none, | am no judgeofthem thar 
belong toſo high a maſter, neither have I 
two witnefles: and I know it is rrucly ſaid 
of Fame, Pariter fatta atque infefta canebat. 
Their caxations ariſeno all from one coaſt : 
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They have indifferent enemies, andread yto 
invent ſlander, more ready to amplifie, and 
moſt ready to believe it , & magnes mendacit 
credulitas, credulity is the allurement of lies. 
But if any be who have againſt the ſupreame 


Biſhops nota few things, bue many : if any 


have (oſt his firſt love, if any bee neither hot 
norcold, if any have ſtumbled to folly at the 
threſhold,in ſuch ſort that he cannot fit well 
that entredill; ir1s time they returne whence 
they are fallen, and confirme the things 
which remaine. Great is the weight of this 
fault, Er 6orum canſa abhorrebant homines a ſa- 
crificiis Domini : and for their cauſe did men 
abhor the worſhip of God..Burt howloever it 
be,that thoſe have ſought to defame them,& 
caſt contemptupon them,are not to beexcu- 
ſed. It is the precept of Salomon, That the Ru- 
lers be not reproched, no not in thought,but that 
wee draw our conceit into a modeſt inter- 
pretation of their doings. The holy Angell 
would give no ſentence of blaſphemy a- 


 gainſt the common ſlanderer, but ſayd, 1- 


crepet te Dominus , the Lord rebuke thee. 


The Apoſtle Saint Paul, thought againft 
D him 
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him that did polute ſacred juſtice with eyran- 
nous vielence, hee did juſtly denounce the 
judgement of God in ſaying , Percuctes te 
Dominus, the Lord ſhall rike thee, yer in 
ſaying, Paries dealbate,he thoghthe had gone 
too farre, and retrated it : whereupon a 
learned Father ſayd : Ipſum, quan is inane, 
nomen & umbram ſacerdotts cogitans expavir. 
The ancient Councels and Synods, as it is 
noted by the Ecclefiaſticall tory,when they 
deprived any Biſhop , never recorded the 


' offence, but buried ir in perpetuall ſilence, 


Onely (ban purchaſed his fathers curſe with 
revealing his fathers diſgrace; and yet a 


- much greater fault is it, to aſcend from the 


perſon to thecalling ,- and to draw that in 
queſtion. Many good Fathers rigorouſly 
complained of the unvworthineſle of Bi- 
ſhops,as if it aidpreſently forfeit & ceaſe their 
office. One layth :; Sacerdotes nominamur <5 
yon ſumus, weare called Prieſts, andare not. 
Another ſayth : niſs bonum 9pus amplefaris E- 
piſcopus eſſe non potes, except thou undertake 
the good worke, thou canſt notbe a Biſhop; 
yet they meant nothing kfle then to move 
_____ douber 
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doubt of their calling or ordination); 


The ſecond occaſion of cotroverſies, is, the 
nature & humor of ſome men. The Church 
never wanteth a kinde of perſons that 
love the ſalutation of Rabbi, not in ceremo- 
ny or complement, but in an inward autho- 
rity which they ſecke over mens mindes,in 
drawing them to depend upon their opini. 
on, and lo feeke knowledge ar their lippes : 
theſe men are the true ſucceſiours of Diotre= 
hes, the lovers of preheminence, andnot 
Lerd Biſhops; ſuch ſpirits doe light upon a= 
nother ſort of natures which doe adhere to 
theſe men, Quorum gloria in o0bſequio, Life 
fcllowes, and ſuch as zeal marvellouily for 
thoſe whom they have choſen to bee their 
mafters; This latter ſort of men for the moſt 
part, are men of young yeares, and ſuperfi- 
ciall underſtanding, carried away with par- 
tiall reſpe& of perſons, or with the enticing 
appearance of godly names and pretences, 
Pauci res ipſas ſequuntur,plures nomina rerum; 
plurima nominamagiſtrorum: few follow the 
things themſelves, morethenames of the 
things , moſt the names of their maſterss 
_ -  "n Abour 
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About theſe general affeQions are wretched 
accidentall and private emulations and dif- 
contentments, All which breake forth to- 
ether into contentions , ſuch as either vio-. 
late truth, ſobriety, orpeace, Theſe genera- 
liies apply themſelves. The Vaiverſities are. 
the ſeates and continent of this diſeaſe, 
vwhence ic hath been, and is derived into 0- 
ther parts of the realme. There ſome will 
be no longer e numero,of the number ; there 
ſome others ſide themſelves before they 
know the right hand from the left. So as ic 
is truely ſaid Tranſeunt ab iznorantia ad pre- 
Judicium; They leap from ignorance to a pre- 
judicate opinion , and-never take a good 


jadgement in thejr way.But as it is welno- 


red: Inter juvenile judicium,Q ſenile prejudicium 
omnts veritas corrumpitur:When men are in- 
diffcrent and not partiall , then their judge- 
ment is weakeand unripe, through want of 
yeares; and when it groweth to ſtrength , 
and ripeneſſe, by that time it is fore- 
falled with fucha number of prejudicate 
Opinions, as it is made unprofitable , ſo as 
between theſe two alltruth is cortupred ; 
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while the honourable names of ſincerity ; 
and reformation, and diſcipline , are put. 
in the forward, ſo as contentious' and evill 
zeales cannot be touched, except theſe hol 
thinges arefarſt thought to be violated, But 
howloever they ſhall inferre the ſolicitation 
for the peace of the Church : not to pro- 
ceed from carnall finnes : yet willI ever 
conclude with the Apoſtle Paul : (um fit 
inter vos aelus UW contentio , nonne carnales 
tis? While there is amongſt you zeale. 
andcontention, are ye not carnall*. And 
howſoey:rthey eſteem the compounding of 
controverſtes,to ſavour of mens wiſedome 
and humane policie, 1 thinke themſelves. 
led with the wiſedome which is from a-. 
bove; yet I ſay with Saint James , Non eff. 
ita ſapientia de ſurſum deſcendens, ſed terrena,. 
animalis , atabolica, 1bi zelus & contentio, 
ibi inconſlantia © onmne opus praroum. Of. 
this inconſta ncy itis ſaid by a learned Fa- 
ther: Procedere nou ad perfefiomem , [ed 
ad permutationem. They ſecke ro goe 
forward ſtill, not to perfe&ion,but to 
change, 
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Thethird occaſion of controverſies, I ob- 
ſerveto bean extreame and unlimited dete- 
ſation of ſome former hereſic or corruption 
of the Charch acknowledged & convigted: 
This was thecauſethat produced the here- 
fie of Arrius, grounded chiefly upon dete« 
ſtation of Gentiliſme ; leſt the Chriſtians 
ſhould ſeeme by aſſertion of the coequall di- 
vinity of our Saviour Chriſt to approach to 
the acknowledgement of more Gods then 
one, The deteſtation of 4rrivs herefie pro- 
duced that of Sabellizs,vvho holding for exe- 
crable the diſſimilitude which 4rri us preten- 
ded in the trinity , fled ſo farre from him, 
that hefell intothe other extreame, to deny 
the diſtin&tion of perſons, and to ſay they 
were but onely names of ſeverall offices and 
diſpenſations ; yea, moſt of the hereſies of 
the Church have ſprung up of this root, 
while men have made it their ſcale ro mea- 
ſurethe bounds of their religion, takivg it 
by the fartheſt diſtance from the errour laſt 
condemned, Theſe be Poſthumi herefum filii, 
hereſies that ariſe of the alhes of other here- 
ies that are extin& and amortiſed. This 
manne 


(23) 
rwanner of apprehenfion doth in ſome de- 
gree poſlefſe many of our time : they thinke 
it the true touch-ftone to try what is good 
and holy , by meaſuring what is more and 
leſſe oppolite to the inſtitutions of the 
Church of Rome, be it ceremony, be it poli. 
cieor government z yea be it other inflituti- 
onof greater weight, that is ever moſt per- 
fea which is removed moſt degrees from 
that Church ; and that is ever polluted and 
blemiſhed which participateth in any appea- 
rance with it : this is a ſubtile and dangerous 
conceit for men tocntertaine, apt to delude 
themſelves, more apt to delude the people, 
and moſt apt of all to calumniate their ad- 
verſaries, This ſurely, butthat a notorious 


condemnation of that poſition was laid be= 


fore our eyes, had long ſince brought vs to 
therebaptizing of children baptized accor- 
ding to the pretended Catholicke religion. 
For I ſee that which is a matter of much like 
reaſon, whichis the reordaining of Prieſts, 
15a matter very reſolutely maintained. Ir is 
very meet that men beware how they bea- 


| buſed by this opinion, andthat they know ir 


154 
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is a conſideration of much greater wiſe- 


dome to be well adviſed : whether in the ge- 
nerall demolition of the inſtitutions of the 
Church of Rome, there were not (as mens 


aQions are unperfe& ) ſome good purged 


with the bad, rather then to purge the 
Church as they pretend, every day anew, 
whichis the way to make a wound in her 
bowels,as it is already begun. 

The fourth and laſt occaſion of theſe 
controverſies(athing which did alſo trou- 


ble the Church in former time)is the partiall 


affeQation and imitation of forraigne Chur- 
ches:for many of our men, during the time 
ofperſecution, and ſince, baving been con- 
verſantin Churches ebroad, andreccived a 


great impreſſion of the government there 


ordained, have violently ſought to intrude 
the ſame upon our Church. Eut I anſwer, 
Couventamus in eo quod convenit non in eo 
quod receptum eff : let us agree in this with 
every Church, to doe that which is conve- 
nient for the eſtate of it ſelfe,and not in par- 


ticular cuſtomes, Although their Churches 
had received the better forme, yet many 


times 


S 
ME. ———— —  — — 


(25) 
4imes it is to be ſought, No# quid optimuns } 
ſed 6 bonis quid proximums Not what is beſt , 
but of good things what is next and readieft 
to be had, Our Church is not now to place, 
it is ſetled and eſtabliſhed. It may be in ci- 
villStates a republique is better then a king- 
dome : yet God forbid that lawfull king- 
domes ould beticd to inovate and make 


alterations : Qui mala introducit , volunta- 


rem Dei oppugnat recvelatam in overbo + gut 
0Va introducit, ruoluntatem Dei oppugnat 


_ revelataminrebus + Hethat bringeth in ill 
| cuſtomes, reſiſteth the will of God revealed 


in his word : He that bringeth in new 
things , reſiſteth the will of Ged revealed 
in the things themſelves, Conſule procwidenti- 
am Dei cum wverbo Dei ; Take counſaile 
of the providence of God, as well as of his 
word. Neither yer doeI admit that their | 
fornge (although it were posfible and con» 
venient) is better then ours, it ſome abu- 
les were taken away. The paity and c- 
quality, is athing of wonderfull great con- 
faſion,and ſo is an ordinary government by 
Synods, which do necetlarily enſue _ 

the 
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the other. It is hardin all cauſes,eſpecially in 
matters of religion, when voyces ſhall. bee 
numbred and not weighed. Equidem (faith 
a wile Father) ut vere quod res eſt jcribam 
prorſus decrevifugere omuem conventun E- 

iſcoporis : nullius enim confilii bonum exitum 
unqua vidi: confilia enim non minuunt mala, ſed 
angent potius. To ſay the truth, Iam utter- 
ly determined never to come to any Coun- 
cell of Biſhops: for I neveryet ſaw good 
end of any Councell ; for Councels abate 
nct ill things, but rather increaſe them: 
which is not ſo much to bee underfiood 
of generall Councels, as for Synods ga- 
thered forthe ordinary government of the 
Church, as for deprivation of Biſhops, 
or ſuch like caſes, which miſchiete hath 
rauzht us theuſeof Archbiſhops and Patri- 
arkes, and Primates, as the abuſe of then 
ſince hath cauſed men to miſlike them. But 
it will bee ſaid, Looke to the fruits of 
the Churches abroadand ours. To which I 
{ay, | beſcech the Lord to multiply his bleſ- 


t{ivgs & graces upon theſe an hundred fold. 


But yet it is not good we fall a numbring 
themy 


(19) 
them, It may bee onrpeace hath made us 
wanton. It may be alſo(though I would be 
loath to derogate from the honor of thoſe 
Churches,were it not to remove ſcandals ) 
that their fruits are as torches in the darke, 
which appearegreateſt a farre off, I know 
they may have ſome more tri order for 
the repretling of ſundry exceſſes.But when [ 
conlider ofthe cenſuresof ſome perſons, as. 
well upon particular men as upon Churches, 
I think of the ſaying of a Platoniſt , who 
ſaith : Certe vitia iraſcibilis partis anime ſunt 
grad praviora quam concupiſcibilis tametf; oc- 
cultiora. A matter that appeared well by the 
ancient contentions of Biſhops ; Godgrant 
we may contend with other Ehurches as the 
Vine with the Olive, which of us beareth 
beſt fruits : and not as the Brier with che 
Thiſtle, which of us is moſt unprofitable. 
And thus much touching the occaſion of 
controverſies, 

Now briefly to ſet down the growth and 
progreſſion of theſe controverſies, whereby 
will be verified the wiſe counſel! of Salo- 
108, thatthe courſe of contentiorr is to bee 
opped atthe firſt, being elſe as the waters, 
.* - _ wehich 


which if they get abreach, will hardly ever 
be recovercd. It may beremembred , how 
that on their part who call for reformation, 
was firft propounded ſome diſlike of cer- 
taine ceremonies, ſuppoſed to bee {uperſtici- 
ous : ſome complained of damb Minifters, 
who poſlefled rich Benefices : ſome made 
inveQives againſt the 16le and monaſticall 
continuance within the Vniverſities , by 
thoſe who had livings tobe refident upon, 
and ſuch like cauſes. Thencethey went on 
to condemne the government of Biſhops , 
as an Hierarchy remaining tous of the cor- 
ruptions of the Romane Church, and to 
except to ſundry inſtitutions, as not (uffici. 
ently delivered from the pollutions of for« 
mer times. And laſtly, they are advanced 
to define of an onely and perpetuall forme 
of policie in the Church, which (without 
conſideration of the poſlibility, or foreſight 
of peril},or perturbation of the Church & 
State) mult be ereted and planted by the 
Magiſtrate,. Here they ſtay, Others not a- 
ble to keep footing on lo ſteep a ground, de- 
ſcend further, that the ſame muſt bee en- 

| _ > 
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tred into, and accepted by the people at 
their perill, without arrending the eſtabliſh - 


' ment of authoritie; and fo in the mean 


time they refuſe ro communicate wit h us, 
reputing us to have no Church. This hath 
been the progreſſion of that fide, I meane 
of the generalicy ; For 1 know that ſome 
perſons ( being of the nature not onely to 
love extremities , but to fall to them with- 
out degrees ) were at the higheſt ſtreame 
atthe firſt: the other partthatmaintaineth 
che preſent government of the Church, 
hath not kept onetenorneither. Firſt, thoſe 
ceremonies which they pretended to be cor= 
rupt, they maintained to beethings indiffe= 
rent, andoppoſed the examples of the good 
times of the Church,to that chalenge that 
was made unto them, becauſe they were 
uſcd in the latter ſuperſtitious times : then 
werethey allo content mildly ro acknovw- 
ledge many imperfe&ions in the Church, 
as Tares came up amongſt the Corne, 
which were not as yet according to the 
wiſcdome of our Saviour Chriſt;to be with- 
out ſtrife pulled up, leſt it might ſpoile ard 
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ſupplant the good corn, but to grovy on to- | 
gether till the harveſt, After this they grew 
to a more abſolute defence & maintenance 
of orders of the Church : and ſtifly to hold 
that nothing was tobe innovated , partly 
becauſe it needed not, and partly becauſe ir 
would make a breach - upon the reſt. 
Thence ( cxaſperare through contention ) 
they are fallen to a dire condemnation of 
the contrary part, as of aſeQ : yeaand ſome 
indiſcreet perſons have been bold in open 
preaching to uſe diſhonourable and deroga« 
tive ſpeech, and cenſure of the Churches a. 
broad ; and that ſofarrs, as that ſome of 
our men (as I have heard) ordained in for- 
reigne parts have becne pronounced to be 
no lawfull Miniſters. Thus we ſee the 
beginnings were medeſt, butthe extreames 
violent; ſoas there is now almoft as great 
a diftance of cither part from it ſelfe, as was 
atthe firſt of one from the other. And ſure. 
ly (though my meaning and ſcope benot 
(as I ſaid before ) to enter into the contro- 
verſies themſelyes ) yet I doeadmonifh the 
maintainers of the abov e named diſcipline, 

ro 
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todraw them into miſlike of others, but in-' 


(32) 
to weizh and conſider ſeriouſly , and atten- 
tively , how neer they are unto thoſe with 
whom [ knovv they will not join, It is hard 
toſay that the diſcipline which they ſay 
we want , isone of the Eſlentiall parts of 
the worſhip of God;and not to aftirme, thar 
the people upon perill of their ſalvation 

without ftaying for the Magiſtrate areto ga- 
therthemſelves untoit, I demand if a civill 
State ſhould receive the preaching and bap.- 
tiſme, and exclude the ſacrament of the 
ſupper : werenot men bound upon dan= 
ger of their foules, to draw themſelves to 
congregations, where they might celebrate 


that Miniftery, and not content themſelves 


with that part of worſhip which the Ma- 


giſtrate hath authoriſed ? This/I ſpeake nor, 


' 


roa more deep conſideration of themſelves.” 


 Fortaſſe nonredeunt , quia progreſſuum jon: 


non intelligunt , Againel ay, to my Lords! 
the Bilhops. that it is heard for themto Y 
vo.d blame in. the opinion of an indiffe-j 
rent perſon, in ſtanding lo preciſely, in alte-) 
ring nothing, Leges norois legibus non, 

recreate F 
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recreate deſcunt , Lawes being not refreſhed 
with new lawes,wax ſowte. Qu mala nou 
permutat , in bonts non perſeverat , without 
change of ill, aman can not continue the 
good ; totake away abuſes, ſupplanterh 
not good orders, but eſtabliſhes them, Mo- 
roſa moris retentio res turbulents aque ac no- 
yitazeſt, A contentious retaining of cu- 
ſtomeis a turbulent thing as well as inno- 
vation. A good husbandman is ever pru- 
ning and Rirring in his vineyard, or field; 
not unreaſonable indecd , nor unskilfully, 
for he lightly ever findeth ſomewhat todo, 
We have heard of nooffers cf the Biſhops 
of bilsin Parliament, which no doubt pro- 
ceeding from them to whom it propetly 
appertaineth , would have every where re- 
ceived accepration,their own conſtitutions, 
and orders have reformed little, Is nothing 
amiſſe? can any man defend the uſe of ex- 
communication,as a bare procedle to lackey 
up and downe, -for duties and for fees, it 
being the greateſt judgement next unto that 
generall judgement at the laſt day* Isthere 


no means to nurſe and traine up Miniſters ? 
| (for 
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(for the yeld of the Vniverſities will not 
ſerve , though they were neyerſo well g 6- 
verned) to traine them T {ay not to preach 
( for that every man adventurah confi- 
dently trodoe) but te preach ſoundly and 
handle the Scriptures with wiledomeand 
judgement. I know Prophecying was ſub- 
je& to great abuſes; and would be more a. 
buſed nowybecaule the leaſe of perſecution 
is encrealed, But ſay, the onely reaſon 
of the abuſe was , becauſethere were ad- 
mittedto ita popular auditory , and it was 
conteined with a private conference of 
Miniſters, Other thinges might be ſpoken 
of, Ipray God inſpire the Biſhops , with 
a fervent love, and care of the people, 
and that they may not ſo much urge 
thinges in controverſie , which all men 
confclle to bee gracious, and good. 
And thus much forthe ſecond parc. 

Now as to the third part of unbrother- 
ly proceeding on cither part, it is direly 
contrary to my purpole to amplitie wrongs, 
It is enough to noteand number them: 

F which 
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which I doe alſo to moyecompaſlion and 
remorſe on the offending fide, and not to 
animate chalenges and complaints on the 
other, And this point (as reaſon is) doth 
chiefly fouch that fide which doe moſt ; 1n- 
jurie potenutiorum ſunt, iryuries come from 
tem that have the upper hand; The 
egrongs of them that arc oppreſſed, of the 
oovernment of the Church towards the 0- 
thcr, may hardly bee diſſembled or excu- 
ſed: they have charges them as though 
they denied to pay trivute to ( var , and 
wicheravy from the civill magittrace their 
obedience, which. tliey ever performed 
and caught : They have lorted and couple 
them with the family of Love, whoſe here- 
fies they have laboured to deſcry and con- 
fute ;they have been ſwift of credit to re- 
ccive accuſations againſt them from thoſe 
that have quarrelled with them. But for 
{peaking againſt {inand vice,their examina- 
tions and inquiſ tions have been fireight, 
twearing them to blanks 8 eneralities(not 
included within the compaſle of matter cer- 
taine,vyhich the party that taketh the oath 
# is 
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3s able to comprchend)which is athing cap. 
ctious and trainable.Theirurging of lubſ{cri. 
ptionto their owne Articles, is but 1aceſcere 
& irritare morbos Ecelefie, which otherwiſe 
would ſpendand cruſh themſelves, Non cor- 
jenſum querit, ſed diſidium auget, qui quod fa- 
His preſtatur ,verbis exigit ; hee (ceketh not 
onion butdiviſion, which exaRcth invward- 
Iy that, which men are content to yeeld in 
outward action. And it 1s true, there are 
ſome,which (2s 1am perſwaded) will not 
eaſily offend by inconformity,who notwith- 
ſtanding make ſome conſcience toſublcribe, 
For they know this note of inconſtancie & 
defeQion from that which they have long 
held, (hall difable that good which other- 
wile they would do. For ſuch is che weak= 
nefſe of many, that they thinke their Mini- 
ſeries ſhould thereby be diſcredited. As for: 
their cafie ſilencing of them, in {uch great 
ſcarcity of Preachers,is ro puniſh the people 
and not them.Ought they not (1 meane the 
Biſhops)to keep oneeyeopen tolooke apon 
the good thatthole nzendo; nottofix them 
both upon the hurt that they {nppole 
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commeth by them, Indced ſach as are in- 


temperate and incorrizible God forbid they 
ſhould be permiticd to reach. Eur ſhall every 
inconſiderze wid, lomerimes captiouſly 
warched,and tur the moit part haraly iufor- 
ccd,be as ir were a forfeiture of their voice 
&'giftin teachin2? As for particular moletia- 
tios,[takeno pleaſureto recite the. If a Minij= 
fer {hal be troubled for ſaying in Baptiſme, 
Do you velieveior,doſt thou believe* lt another 
{hal be troubled for praying for her Majeſty 
without ada-tion of her tiles, whereas the 
very form of prayer in the book of Common 
prayer hath (thy ſervant Elizabeth) andno 
more. Ifa third ſhali beaccuſed upon theſe 
vyords uttered touching the controveriies , 
T ollatur lex Q& fiat certamen, Wiicereby was 
meant, thatthe prejudice of the lavv remo- 
ved, other reaſons ſhould be equally c6pa- 
red of calling for mutinie and ſeditjon ; as if 
he bad {aid, Away with the Law,and iry it 
out by force. It theſe and other like parti- 
culars be true, which I have but by rumour, 
and cannot alirme, it is to bee lamented 
that they ſhould labour amongſt us with ſo 
little 
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litlecomfort, I know reſtrained govern - 
ment is better then remiſle. And [ am 
of his opinion that ſaid ; Better it # to live 
where nothing & lawful, then where all things 
are l[awfull : diſlike that lawes bee con- 
temned, or diſturbers unpuniſhed . But 
lawes are compared to the grape, which be- 
ing too much pref: d .yceldeth an hard and 
unwholclome wine, Oftheſe things I may 
ſay, Iram Viri non operatur juſtitian Dci ; the 
wrath of man worketh not the rizghteoul- 
nefle of God. As for the injuries on the 0- 
ther part,they are, [tus oermium, as it were 
heaicile arrowes,they are fity and eayer ins 
vettives: andin Jome fond men, uncivill 
and unreverent behaviour towards ther 
perſons. This laft invention alſo which ex- 
poſerh ihem to dzrifion and ovloquie by ii- 
bels,chargerii{as [ amperſwadod)the whole 
{ide ; neither doth chat other, which is yer 
moce odious , prattited by the moſt fort of 
the,which is calliag in as it yvereto cher aid, 
certain mercenary bands, which i:npugned 
B tho;s & other Eccleltaiticall dignicis, co 


have the ſpoile of their endowments and it- 
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Of his I cannot ſpeake too hardly : Ttis an 
intelligence between incendiaries and rob- 
bers, the one to rob or firethe houſe, the 0- 
therto rifle it, And thus much couching 
the third part. 

The fourth part wholly pertaineth to 
them which repugne the preſent Eccleſtafti- 
call government, who although they have 
not cut themſelves from the body and com- 
munion of the Church : yet they effc& cer- 
taine cogniſants & differences, wherein they 
ſeek to correſpond amongſt themſelves, and 
to differ from other: and it is truly ſaid, Tam 
[unt mores Schiſmatici,quam dozgmata Schiſma- 
rica; There be as well Schiſmaticall factions 
as opinions, Firſt,they have impropered to 
themſelves the names of zealous,ſyncere,& 
rcformed,as if all other were cold, minglers 
of holy things, and prophane , and friends 
ofabules, Yea to bea man endued with 
great vertues, and fruitfull in good workes, 
yetif heconcurre not fully with them , they 
tcrine (inderogation ) acivill and morall 
man, and compare him to Socrates or ſome 
heathen Fbylouſopher - whereas the wite- 
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dome of the Scripture teacheth us contrari- 
wiſe to denominate him religious accor- 
ding to the workes of the ſecond table; be- 
cauſe they of the firft areoften counterfei- 
ted and praiſed in hypocriſie, So faith 
Saint 1o/n,that a man doth mainly boaſt of 
loving God whom he hath not ſeen, if he 
loveth not. his neighbour whom he hath 
ſeen, And Sit Iams faith, This4is 
true religion to viſit the fatherlefle and 
widow ; andſ{o that which is bu: Phylo- 
ſophicall with them, is in the phraſe of the 
Apoſile , true religion and Chriſtianity. As 
inaffe&ion they chalenge to themſelves the 
ſaid vertues of zeale, and the 1c, foin 
knowledge they attribute to themſelves 
light, and perfeQion. They lay the Church of 
England in King Edwards time , andthe be- 
ginning of her Majcfties, was but inthe 
cradle : and that the Biſhops of thoſe daies 
did ſomewhat for day-breake, butthe ma-_ 
curity and fulneſſe of lighr proceeded from 
themſelyes, So Sabinus Biſhop of Heraclea 
of Macedonia, faid, that the Fathers inihe 


councell of Nice were but infants, and igno- 
rant 
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rantmen : that the Church was not ſo to 


perliſt in their decrees, as to refuſe that far- 


ther ripnefſe of knowledge which the time 
had revealed. And as they cenſure vertu- 
ous men by the names of'civill and moral, 
ſo doethey cenſure men truely, and godly- 
wiſe who kethe vanity of taneir aſlercion ) 
by the names of Politique, ſaying that 
their wiſedome is but carnall, and ſavou- 
ring of mans braine, So likevile if a Prea- 
cher preach with care and meditation (1 
ipeake not of che vaive Scholaſticall forme 
and manner of preaching ) but ſoundly in- 
deed, ordering the matter he handleth di- 
ſtinAly, an4 dravweth it downe from au- 
thorifing of it by ſtrong proofes and war- 
rents 3 they cenſure it as a forme of prea- 
ching, not becoming the {:mplicity of the 
Goſpel, and referre ir to the reprehenſion 


of Sainr Paul ſpeaking of the intiſing ſpeech 
of mans wiſedomie. Now for their ovwne 


manner of preaching , what is it? Surely 
thy exhort well , andw rke compuRtion 
oi minde , andbring men vell to the que- 
tion, Vari fratres quid agen, us %but that is 
no 
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not enough,except they reſolve this queſti- 


on, They handle matters of controverſies 
weakly and obiter, and as before a people 
that will accept of any thing in do&rine or 
manners: there is little but generality and 
repetition. They move the bread of life, and 
tofle it up and downe, they breake it not 
They draw not their direQions downe ad 
caſus conſcientie,that a man may be warran- 
redin his particular ations whether they be 
ilawfull or not; neither indeed are they able 
rodoe it, whatthrough want of grounded 
knowledge, what through want of ftud 


_ andtime. Iris an caſiethingto call for ob- 


ſeryarion of the Sabbath day, and to ſpeake 
azainſt unlawfull gaine : but what aQions 
and workes may be done upon the Sabbath 
day,andin what caſes; and what ccurſes of 
eaine arelawfull, and what not : to ſet this 
dovyne, and to cleareſo the whole matrer 
with good diftinQions and decifions, is a 
matter of great knowledge and labour, and 
asketh much meditation and converſation 
in the Scriptures and other helpes which 
God hath provided & preſerved for inftru- 
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ion. They carry not equall hand inteach-. 
ing the people their lawtull liberties as well 


as their reftrain's and prohibitions, But 
they chinke a main cannot goe too farre in 
keeping a commandement ; they forget 
that there are ſinnes on the right hand as 
well as on the left, and that the ſword is 
double edgeJ, andcutteth on both ſides, as 
well the ſuperſiitious obſeryances, as the. 
profane tranſgreſſions. Who doubteth. but 
it 15 as unlawyfull co ſhut where God hath 0- 
pened, as to open where God hath (hut ? to 
binde where God hath looſed, and to looſe 
where God hath bounds Amongſt meg. it 


isas illraken to turne backefevours, :;s to 


diſobey commandements, In this kindeof 


zcale (for example) they have pronounced 
generally and without difference all untruth. 


is ualawfull, notwithſtanding that the Mid- 


wives have been reportedto have been bleſ- 


ied in their excufe,and Rahas i: laid by faith 
to have concealed the ſpies. Farther, heard 


ſome Sermons of mortification, which (Lk 


think) with very good meaning they have 
preachedout of their owne experience and 
exercile ; 
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exerciſe : and things in private counſell not 
unmeet,but ſurely no ſoundconceits : much 
like to Parſons his Reſolutions, or not ſo 
good, rather aptto breed in men weak opini« 
ens,and perplexed deſpaires, then filiall and 
true repentance which is ſought, Another 
pointof great inconvenience and perill,is to 
intice the peopleto heare controverſies, and 
all manner of doarine ; they ſay no part of 
the counſell of Godis to bee lupprefled, nor 
the people defrauded, So as the d:fference 
which the Apoſtle maketh between milke 
and ſtrong meats,-is confounded ; and his 
precept that the weake bee nor admitted to 
queſtions & controverſies,taketh no place: 
But moſt of all it is to beſuſpeRed as a ſced 
of further inconvenience for manner of 
handling che Scriptures: for while they leek 
exprefle Scripture for every thing ; and that 
tacy haveir amanner deprived themſelves 
and the Church of a ſpeciall helpe, and ſup- 
port by embracing the authority of Fathers, 
they reſort tonaked examples, conceited in- 
ferences and forced alluſions, ſuch as doe 
bring ruine to all certainty of Religion, 
Eds G2 Ano- 
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Another extremity is chat exceſiive magni- 
fying ofchar , which though itbe aprinci- 
palland holy inſtitution, yer hath limites as 
all things elſe have. Welſce (ina manner) 
whereioever they find in the Scriptures the 
word ipoken cf, they ezpound it of prea- 
ching, They have made it almoſt of the 
Eſlence of the {acrament of the Lords ſup- 
per io have a ſerinon precedent, They 
have ( in manner)}annihilated liturgies and 
form e> of divine ſervice. As for the life of 
the vood Monkes and cremites of the Pri- 
mitive Church , I know tliey will con-+ 
demne aman as halfe a Papiſt , if he f1oi1'd 
maintajve them as other , then prophane, 
becauſe they heard nov preaching. in the 
meane time , What preaching is, and who 
may beſaid to preach, they make no que- 
ſtion, Butas farreas I ſeeeverv man that 
ſpeaketh in cbaireis counted 4 pieacher. 
Butl am aſſured, that not a fevy that call 
wholly fora preaching mijiiteric, deſerve 
co beof the firſt themſelves, that ſhould be 
expelled, Theſe and fore other errers and 
m.|proceedings, they doe fortifie and in- 
LE creaſe 
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by being ſo greatly addiQed to theiropini- 

ons, and impatient to heare contradition 
orarguinent, Yea I know ſome of them, 
that would chinke it a tempting of God to. 
heare or read what may be ſaid againft 
them. As if there could be a Q10dbonum 
e renete, without an One probate going be- 
fore. This may ſuffice ro offer unto them- 
ſelves a view and conſideration whether 
they do well or no, 8 io corre & aſſwage 
the partiallicy ef char followers and de- 
pendents, For as for any man chat ſhall 
hereby enter intoa con;empe of their Mi- 
niftery, it is but his owne hardneſſe of 
heart. I know the word of exhortation 
doth chicfly reſt upon theſe men, and rhey 
have zcale and hate of finne, But againe 
let them take heed that it be not true which 
one of their adverſarics ſaith againſtthem 
that they "ave but two ſmall wants, 
knovvledze. and love. And ſo I con- 
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of Antiques and Paſquils hath bee n tou- 
ched before, So likewiſe I repent not that 
which I faid before, that a chara&er of love 
is more proper for debates of this nature, 
then that of zeale, As for all direQ and 
dire glaunces or levels of mens perſons, 
they were everin theſe caſes diſallowed, 
Laſtly, whatſoever is pretended, the people 
is No meet judge or arbitrator; but rather 
the moderate, quiet, and private aſſemblies 
of the learned. Q1 apud in capace loquitur 
108 diſceptat, ſed calun. niatur., The Prefle 
& Pulpit would be morefreed and dilchar- 
ged : neither promotion on theone {ile , 
nor glory and heaton theother, oug rt io 

continue theie chalenges at the C rojle, 
and ſuch places, But rather all Preachers 
eſpecially ſuch as are of a good teraper,and 
have wiledome, with conſcience ought to 
1nculcatcand beat upon a place, peace, it- 
tence, and {ufferance, Neither ler chem 
teare So/ons laww which compelled in facti- 
ons, every patticular perſon to range him- 
ſelfe on rhe one ſide, or the other; nor the 
tondcalumnie of neutraliry, But let them 
know 
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that it was trire which was ſaid by awiſe 
man,that neuters in contention vere better 
or vworle, then either {ide. 

Theſe things bave In all ſyncerity and 
ſimplicity, ſer downetouching the contro- 


' verfieswhich now trouble the Church of 


England , and that wirhout all artor inft- 
nuation ; and therefore notlikely to be grate= 


| full coeither parc, Notwithſtanding I truſt 
wha bath been faid, ſhall inde acorreſpon- 


dence in their minde , who are not embar- 
ked with partialiry , and which love the 
whole betterthen the parte, Whereby I am 
not out of hope that it may doe good, At 
leaſt [ (hall nor repent my lelte of che medi- 
ration, 


